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Abstract 
  As tourism is a primary economic activity, it is gaining momentum through the support of tourism development patterns 

around the world, hence its role and its effects on economies are no longer to be demonstrated. Industry for some or 

disparate elements artificially grouped by others comprising a heterogeneous set of overlapping activities in several 

industries1. Therefore, the impact of this sector, whether direct or indirect, on the labor market is inevitably decisive. 

             Through this perspective and apart from its essential role on the living environment of the populations and on the 

leisure needs (proven social needs) which are increasingly felt; tourism is undoubtedly becoming one of the strategic sectors, 

especially for countries that make it the centerpiece of their economic policy. 

             Current statistics show that the development of this sector is relatively increasing despite the constraints that affect 

it (climate vagaries, economic crises, political conflicts). Tourism is thus becoming an important sector in the Mediterranean 

basin, which is the world's leading destination according to the regional groups identified by the World Tourism 

Organization (UNWTO). 

             This basin which shelters the North Africa region; of which Algeria is an integral part predisposes the latter for a 

significant revival at the global level; nevertheless for various reasons and despite all the existing substantial assets (natural 

and socio-economic potential); the country is struggling to reach an appreciable flow threshold in this geographic space 

Keywords: Tourism, economic activity, sustainable development, geographic areas, potential and assets. 

1 Malika Boudjani. Tourism in Algeria. State of the premises. Prospects for sustainable development? Doctoral thesis. Oran Essania University. 2008 

1. Introduction: 

   Attentive to the experiences of neighbouring countries and those considered to have recorded success in tourism activities, 

drawing inspiration from their successes but also their disappointments, Algeria has decided to give tourism a dimension 

commensurate with its potentialities and its strengths. It is now a question of supporting and supervising the rise of national 

tourism and of inserting it into the commercial circuits of world tourism through the emergence of the destination Algeria as 

a benchmark tourist destination at the international level . 

According to 2018 estimates, international tourist arrivals in Africa increased by 9% and receipts grew at a similar rate (+ 

8%). These results are rooted in the continued recovery in North Africa and robust growth in most reporting destinations . 

Algeria, being an integral part of the Mediterranean ecotourism area dominated by the main destinations (Spain, Italy, 

France), is far behind the leading countries in this sector. This considerable delay, which penalizes the Algerian economy, 

will undoubtedly allow it to rethink a better thought-out vision to achieve adequate tourism development that supports the 
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principles of sustainable development. 

As a result, tourist flows will not experience major upheavals in our country because of several important factors, in 

particular: 

- The prioritization of other sectors having direct relations with the social demand of the population in general and 
the growing needs of the country in terms of basic infrastructure. 

- Financial resources based on the oil and gas industry. 

2. Problematic: 
 
         The Algerian economy is mainly based on oil rent; indeed the export of hydrocarbons represents more than 95% of the 
revenues generated. The other sectors making up economic activities such as tourism, are struggling to enhance the country 
in terms of development, however there has been a recent revival of agricultural activity that is starting to gain momentum. 
In terms of tourism; Algeria has very considerable tourism potential but is unable to promote the "Destination Algeria" for 
various reasons. The wilaya of Bouira; being part of the north-central region of Algeria, tourism could constitute a key 
sector of local development that can create a dynamic around areas identified as being the most eligible for quality tourism 
development. The particularity of its geographical space with its natural assets, combined with diversified heritage 
predisposes it for a place of choice in mountain tourism, in ecotourism and rural tourism. It must be said that the effects of 
tourism on the development of rural regions are the subject of various and divergent assessments depending on the interests 
involved1. 
In this sense, the authorities have adopted a national policy that aims to boost this sector by establishing the tourist 
development master plan (SDAT), which sets up the milestones to flourish and develop the tourist activity within the 
framework of the principles of sustainable development. 
Through the exposed problem; the SDAT plans to identify certain dynamics to remedy the development of the tourism 
sector, namely: 

 Promotion of the destination Algeria. 
 The development of poles of excellence in tourism. 
 The initiation of the "tourism quality plan" with the aim of enhancing the quality of the tourist offer. 
 Promotion of public-private partnership and the tourism-financing plan. 

 
3. Methodology: 

        In order to achieve the assigned objectives, as part of the performance of this work, we adopted the analytical and 
deductive methodology. We took charge of the orientations of regional planning downstream from the central state 
authorities (SNAT recommendations on tourism) up to the various variations at the regional and local level (Wilaya and 
municipality) translated by the different planning instruments (SDAT, PAW, PDAU, etc.). The various data and statistics 
used with the tourism services of the wilaya as well as those of the local authorities helped us a lot to refine this work; 
insofar as we have been able to analyze and identify relevant reflections on the tourism activity of the wilaya. 
 
4. Tourism in Algeria: 
         Attentive to the experiences of neighboring countries and those considered to have recorded success in tourism 
activities, drawing inspiration from their successes but also their disappointments, Algeria has decided to give tourism a 
dimension commensurate with its potentialities and its strengths. It is now a question of supporting and supervising the rise 
of national tourism and of inserting it into the commercial circuits of world tourism through the emergence of the destination 
Algeria as a benchmark tourist destination at the international level2. 
Being a member of the World Tourism Organization since 1976; Algeria is struggling to raise this sector to the international 
level. According to the 2015 edition of the World Economic Forum (WEF), Algeria occupies the 123rd place among 141 

1 A. Tibesart the economic effects of tourism for a clarification of the debate based on an analysis of the case of rural regions in southeastern Belgium. 
Bulletin of the Geographical Society of Liège, N ° 20, 20th year, October 1984. 
 
2 SDAT 2025 tourist development master plan 
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countries with 1.7 million foreign tourists, well behind Tunisia and Morocco with respectively 5.359 and 10.177 million 
foreign  
Visitors. Statistics stipulate that the tourism sector in Algeria represent 3.9% of the volume of exports, 9.5% of the rate of 
productive investments and 8.1% of the Gross Domestic Product. 
The tragic events in the country during the 1990s delayed the development of tourism infrastructure in a considerable way; 
thus leading to a decline in the number of tourists staying there. Currently the trend tends to be reversed with a return of 
foreigners, mainly affinity tourism from France. 
 

Table n ° 01: Evolution of tourist arrivals in Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco 
COUNTRY Algeria Tunisia Morocco 

2000 866 000 5 058 000 4 278 000 

2005 1 443 000 6 378 000 5 843 000 

2006 1 640 000 6 500 000 6 558 000 

2010 2 070 000 7 828 000 9 288 000 

2011 2 395000 4 758 000 9 342 000 

2012 2 634000 5 950 000 9 375 000 

2013 2 733 000 7 352 000 10 043 000 

2014 2 301 000 7 163 000 10 283 000 

2015 1 710 000 5 359 000 10 177 000 

2016 2 039 000 5 524 000 10332000 

2017 2 451000 6 730 000 11 349 000 

2018 2 657 113 8 200 000 12 258 000 

2019 2 371 056 9 430 000 13 000 000 
 

Source: UNWTO World Tourism Organization + ONS 
 

From the table, we notice a significant change in the number of tourists in Algeria between 2000 and 2019, going from 

866,000 to 2,371,056, however, there was a decrease in 2015. The significant number of tourists was recorded in 2013 with 

2,710,000 admissions, an insignificant figure compared to neigh boring countries Tunisia and Morocco, which posted 

7,352,000 and 10,043,000 arrivals respectively. 

 

 

4.1 Tourism potential in Algeria: 
Algeria has very considerable tourist potential but fails to promote the "Destination Algeria" for various reasons. To remedy 
this situation, the government has declared the tourism sector a national priority through the establishment of the tourist 
development master plan (SDAT) in order to develop and flourish. 
As such, the SDAT claims “tourism constitutes the new engine of sustainable development, support for growth and a key 
vector for the tartarisation of the economy because of the potential for wealth creation, employment and sustainable income 
generation."1 
The master plan projects to identify certain dynamics to develop the tourism sector, namely: 

 Promotion of the destination Algeria. 

1 Ministry of Regional Planning 
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 The development of poles of excellence in tourism through the rationalization of investments. 
 The initiation of the "tourism quality plan" in order to develop the quality of the tourism offer. 
 Promotion of public-private partnership and the tourism-financing plan. 

The master plan wants to revive seaside tourism, by creating tourist villages and maximizing hotel and transport 
infrastructure, travel agencies and introducing a real national training plan in hotels and tourism. 
Like projections, Algeria aims to attract twenty million tourists in 2025, an objective that will require a special effort to 
achieve, given the competition in the Mediterranean Basin as the main global tourist destination with 414.5 million 
international tourists in 2018 and a projection nearly 400 million tourists in 2020 according to the world tourism office.1 

With 2.018 million tourists in 2018, Algeria captures only 0.48% of tourists visiting the Mediterranean basin, compared to 
the 8.20 million and 12.25 million tourists visiting Tunisia and Morocco the same year. 
At the Maghreb level, Morocco and Tunisia; still leaders maintained their growth between 2015 and 2018 with, respectively 
53.01% and 20.45%, and exceeded with Egypt the threshold of 31 million tourists. In this region, the type of tourism is 
practically the same, namely: business tourism, seaside tourism, desert, thalassotherapy, history, culture, sport and ecology; 
and therefore constitutes real competition that is difficult to counter for Algerian tourism. 
4.2 Evolution of tourism in Algeria: 
The figure above tells us about two very distinct periods about the weight of tourism in the country's economy. A first period marked by a 
regression going from 1.3% to 0.9% in 2008; while a second is rising to 1.8% in 2016, so tourism's share of GDP has almost doubled in 
the space of eight years. 

 

Figure N001: Weight of tourism in the Algerian economy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: ONS 

 
 

4.3 The capacity in beds of the Algerian hotel park: 
The hotel base falls short of the strong needs expressed. In 2019, it had 125,676 beds; compared to after independence it 
was evaluated at 5,922 beds, distributed as follows2: 
• 2969 seaside resorts 
• 2377 urban 
• 486 Saharans 
• 90 in rural and mountain areas. 

1 World Tourism Organization 
2 Mohamed Sofiane IDIR.Valorisation of heritage, tourism and territorial development in Algeria: case of the regions of Bejaïa in Kabylie and Djanet in 
tassili n’Ajjer Doctoral thesis. University of Grenoble. 2013 
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Algeria's objective by 2015 was to welcome 2.5 million tourists, and it is in a sense that a vast investment and rehabilitation 
plan for hotel establishments has been put in place. Even with reduced reception capacities, the number of tourists climbed 
to 2.45 million in 2017, a variation of over 43% compared to 2015 forecasts. 
An important fact should be noted in the context of the development of this sector, since many international hotel chains 
have signed contracts for the construction of new hotel infrastructures and the management of already existing hotels. 

Tableau N002: Situation of the national hotel park (capacity in beds) 

Years  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

 

5* Hotel 4 242 6 734 6 734 6 734 7 234 
4* Hotel 1 800 2 810 4 508 4 746 6 161 
3* Hotel 5 829 7 045 5 678 5 886 6 427 
2* Hotel 4 605 4 425 4 565 5 185 5 381 
1* Hotel 11 295 11 295 11 335 11 684 12 612 

starless hotel 8 533 8 533 8 533 8 590 9 456 
2* Residence 384 384 384 384 384 
1* Residence 313 313 313 313 313 

2* Motel/Relais 93 93 93 93 93 
1* Motel/Relais 30 30 30 30 86 

2* Hostel 16 16 16 16 16 
1* Hostel 20 20 20 20 20 

3* Hollyday villages 274 274 274 274 274 

Single category (Furnished 
tourist accommodation) 91 91 91 91 205 

Single category (Pension) 426 426 426 426 426 

Other structure of hotel 
establishments 9 381 9 381 9 381 9 786 9 984 

Single Category 
(Stopovergite) 170 170 170 170 170 

Total classified establishments 47 502 52 040 52 551 54 428 59 242 

Hotel establishments in the process of 
classification 

 
54 742 55 380 59 713 64 727 66 434 

Total 102 244 107 420 112 264 119 155 125 676 

  Source: Ministry of Tourism and Handicrafts 
 
Over the previous five years, bed capacity has increased by more than 22%, from 102,204 beds in 2015 to 125,676 in 2019. 

Tableau N003: Bed capacity by type of product 

Years 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Urban 62 479 66 155 69 861 74 712 80470 

Seaside 30 380 30 500 31 326 32 581 32926 
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Saharien 3 636 4 780 4 928 5 477 5895 

Thermal 3 866 4 102 4 266 4 502 4502 

Climatic 1 883 1 883 1 883 1 883 1 883 

Total 102 244 107 420 112 264 119 155 125 676 

Source: Ministry of Tourism and Handicrafts 
 
Concerning the distribution of hotels according to the type of product, it is classified as follows: 

 urbain hôtels : 64.03% 
 Beach hôtels : 26.20% 
 Sahara hôtels : 4.70% 
 Thermal hôtels : 3.58% 
 Climat hôtels : 1.49% 

What we notice is that Saharan settlements have experienced the most significant increase in relation to the total, is more 
than 62%, followed by urban settlements with 28.78%. The other types having seen a slight variation, except the climatic 
type, which did not register any change. 
5. Tourism in the wilaya of Bouira: 
In line with the perspective of sustainability, the Bouira planning and tourism development plan aims to promote tourism in 
the areas that make up the territory of the wilaya, based on their potential, but also on their tourist activity report, was it 
embryonic1. In this Wilaya, tourism could constitute a key sector of local development that can create a dynamic around 
areas identified as being the most eligible for quality tourism development. The particularity of its geographical space with 
its natural assets, combined with diverse heritages predisposes it for a place of choice in mountain tourism, ecotourism and 
rural tourism. 
Through this perspective and in order to initiate tourism development in its territory, the wilaya of Bouira must initiate the 
first steps to establish the milestones for an original experience in sustainable tourism. Having said that; it would be 
necessary to adopt a policy declined in strategy followed by adequate means and adapted to this vision in order to build a 
particular, singular and attractive destination. 
5.1 Presentation of the wilaya of Bouira: 
Located in the North-Center region of the country, on a territory extending over an area of 4454 km2 (representing 0.19% of 
the national territory), the wilaya of Bouira is the result of the territorial reorganization of 19742; it inherited part of the 
territories of the neighbouring Wilayas of Médéa and Tizi-Ouzou. 
It currently has 12 Daïras subdivided into 45 Communes. 
Geographically, it is limited as follows: 

- In the North by the wilayas of Tizi-Ouzou and Boumerdes 
- To the east, by the wilayas of Bejaia and Bordj-Bou-Arreridj 
- In the West, by the wilayas of Médéa and Blida 
- To the south, by the wilaya of Msila. 

1 Master plan for tourist development of the wilaya of Bouira. 2011 
2 Ordinance No. 74069 of July 2, 1974, relating to the overhaul of the territorial organization of the Wilayas 
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5.2 General characteristics of the climate 
Nowadays, the climate constitutes a resource that society transforms into wealth, specific certainly, but the object of 
commercial operations1. 
The climate of the wilaya of Bouira varies from one area to another depending on the specifics of the relief and the distance 
from the sea; thus there are four very distinct zones: 

- The mountainous area of Djurdjura, which enjoys a cold humid climate. 
- The eastern end of the Blidean Atlas characterized by a sub humid climate. 
- The central depression enjoys a semi-arid climate. 
- The Biban range and the Titteri Mountains benefit from a semi-arid climate. 

5.3 Accessibility: (cornerstone of tourism development) 
Accessibility concerns all national and international means of transport that facilitate the movement of tourists to reach the 
destination and then return home2. An important communication network allowing easy accessibility in the North Centre 
region serves the wilaya of Bouira; also, its strategic location gives it a key place in the development of the tourism sector. 
Algiers international airport, which is 85 km from the capital of the wilaya, is an asset for the revival of tourist activity, 
which is neglected and marginalized. 
The wilaya of Bouira is served by the East-West motorway and the RN5 (structuring axes) allowing the connection 
between the capital and the east of the country as well as the RN 18-33-08 which connect the wilaya to the rest of the 
country. As for rail, the wilaya is endowed with significant infrastructures (7 stations including two (02) for travellers - 
Bouira and Lakhdaria and 100 km of railroad), the rail transport system offers. 
 
 
5.4 Forest plant cover: 
The forest heritage of the wilaya of Bouira covers a total area of 112,250 ha or 25% of the total area of the Wilaya, 
including the Djurdjura national park; a protected area of 18,555 ha, of which 8,555 ha falls within the territory of the 
wilaya of Bouira and which houses the famous site of Tikjda having a national scope. 

1 Jean Pierre. Vigneau. Geographical review of the Pyrenees and the South-West. South West European Year 1990 
2 Khedidja SoumeyaBenhaddou. The practice of tourism marketing in the promotion of the destination Algeria. 
Doctoral thesis. University of Oran. 2016-2017 
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6. The tourist potential of the wilaya of Bouira: 
Covering an area of 4454 km2, the wilaya of Bouira contains a very varied tourist potential  
(Mountain, thermal baths, heritage sites, biodiversity reserve…) which unfortunately remains under-exploited. 
These potentials make it possible to identify four geo-tourist territories, namely: Tala-Rana, Tikjda, Hammam Ksana and the 
suburban forest of Errich, relant of the city of Bouira. 
 
6.1 Thermal tourism: 
According to Law 03-01, thermal tourism and thalassotherapy are understood to mean “Any trip with a view to undergoing a 
natural treatment based on water from thermal springs of high therapeutic value or sea water. It covers customers who 
require a treatment in an environment equipped with treatment facilities for relaxation and recreation”13. 
This type of tourism is exclusive to the Hammam Ksana spa complex, which particularly offers traditional baths and 
treatments to visitors. This complex does not offer any defined products structuring the thermal supply despite the potential 
demand. The other thermal resources of the wilaya must be the subject of a special inventory in order to exploit them as an 
opportunity to diversify the tourism offer of the wilaya. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.2 Mountain tourism: 
Many countries have recognized the value of their natural attractions and have created national parks to protect them. 
However, the number of visitors eager to explore the attractions threatens this desire for protection14. The significant natural 
potentials enjoyed by the wilaya of Bouira, like the Djurdjura National Park; which encompasses magical sites such as 
Aswel and Lake Agoulmime; predisposes the latter for a revival of outdoor activities (hiking, mountain climbing); however, 
the reception facilities remain insufficient to support tourists. Only the national center of sports and recreation of Tikjda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.3 Various tourism: 
Other types of tourism could be developed in the wilaya, given the abundant potential that the latter holds. Ecotourism, 
religious and cultural tourism, nautical activities at water level, archaeological sites; these are all activities to be promoted in 
order to revive the tourism sector, if the professionalism and involvement of travel agencies as producers are integrated. 

Thermal baths 
Hammam 

kssena 
 

Aswel site North of Tikjda 
 

Agoulmime lake Djurdjura National Park 
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Tableau N004: Inventory of tourist sites in the wilaya: 

Location Designation 
Of the site 

 
Municipality 

State of 
conservation Accessibility Area of 

Influence 

Tikjda Climatic site El Esnam Good RN 33 National and or 
Regional 

Tala Rana Climatic site Saharidj Protected Area RN 30 National and or 
Regional 

Hamma 
Ksana Thermal El Hachimia Average CW 97 National and or  

Régional 
Sour El 

Ghozlane Remains romans Sour El 
Ghozlane Good RN 8 Local-Régional 

Hakimia Remains 
romans 

 
Hakimia Closed CW 127 Local 

Bouira Turkish fort Bouira Operating Downtown Local – Régional 

Bouira The forest 
Errich Bouira Operating Bouira Local - Régional 

Sidi 
Belamouri Zaouïa Hadjra Zerga In rehabilitation RN 8 Local - Régional 

Sidi Khaled Zaouïa, Koranic 
school Oued El Berdi Well preserved RN 8B Local 

Source: SDAT of Bouira 
From this table we can identify two types of sites according to their area of influence: 
a) Sites with a national and regional scope: 
With the emergence and development of environmental awareness, exceptional, fragile or sensitive areas have been subject 
to national protection or international safeguarding15, such as the case of the Tikjda site (classified as a World Biosphere 
Reserve by UNESCO in 2011) 

• Tikjda: 
 Site containing a very diversified natural heritage composed of 1,642 plant and animal species including 1,110 recorded 
floral species (2/3 of the Algerian flora and a rich faunistic heritage, mainly made up of African mammals and birds from 
the North (wild monkey, raptors, kabyle nuthatch, striped hyena ...). 
                        We also list: 

- Exceptional landscape resources: The mount of Lalla Khadidja, the Akhardous belvedere, the valley of Thabourth 
Lensar, the Hand of the Jew (Thalthat)...This nationwide site attracts nearly 80,000 visitors annually, coming from 
admire the magical landscapes of the region. 

 

Aqueduc de Sour El Ghozlane  Arc de Sour El Ghozlane Site d’El Hakimia 
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• The Baths of Hammam Ksana: 

Located to the southeast of the wilaya of Bouira, they enjoy an important hydrothermal emergence with undisputed 
therapeutic virtues. This site offers one of the region's premier tourist opportunities due to its many undeniable assets. The 
current spa has a high attendance of around 150,000 people per year. 
b) Other sites of regional and local influence: 

 The Roman remains of Sour-El-Ghozlane and Hakimia, not open to the public. 
 The two Turkish forts, including that of Bouira. 
 The two zaouïas, having for vocation worship and religious tourism. 

Secondary thermal springs: 
The thermal potential can be exploited on the tourist plan in particular because of their therapeutic role. Indices of thermal 
waters exist in particular in various places of the wilaya. This potential is not being exploited. Studies are necessary to 
determine the characteristics of these waters and their therapeutic virtues. 

Tableau N0 05: Secondary thermal springs 
Communes Localization de la source Observation 

Hadjra zerga 
 Si Said,  Oued D’hab,  Draa Djemaa Non exploité 

Bordj Okhriss 
 Ain Soug Non exploité 

Taguedite 
 Oued Akhriz ; Ouled Chahba Non exploité 

Dechmia 
 El Hammam Non exploité 

Source: SDAT of  Bouira 
Forestry potential: 
It is considered as an important potential for tourist development; encompassing part of the Djurdjura National Park with an 
area of 8,555 ha. 
From a tourist point of view, the forest is the favorite recreational area for families. This is the case with: 
- The Errich suburban forest, on the outskirts of the town of Bouira, is more of a local site dedicated to the leisure activities 
of the town's inhabitants. 
- The forest of Ksana, including a spa. 
- The pass of Dirah, Sour El Ghozlane. 
- The forest of Guergour, Djebel Dirah. 
- The Azerou forest, sheltering the water level of the Tilesdit dam, belonging to the municipalities of Bechloul and El 
Esnam. 
The forest heritage of the wilaya remains generally difficult to access and overexposed to the risk of fire and other 
anthropogenic pressures (felling of trees, encroachment, etc.). The forest development work, already underway, will have to 
be amplified in the future to make the forest a major asset for tourism in the wilaya. 

Tala Rana Site Tikjda Site 
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Water bodies: 
The wilaya does not have a permanent watercourse that can be considered as real tourism sources. However, it has three 
dams that could, subject to respecting the primary purpose of the work, be used for tourism and sporting purposes: Tilesdit 
in Bechloul, Lakhel in Ain-Bessem and Koudiate Acerdoune in Maala. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Tourism infrastructure in the wilaya: 
What can be seen through the tourist facilities listed; it is their lack of viability in terms of landscaping; the VRD; street 
furniture or structures for the sale and promotion of craft products. The same is true for the Tikjda site; although it has a 
national scope; it has a considerable infrastructure deficit that needs to be filled in order to revive tourism activity in the 
wilaya. 
In terms of accessibility, roads serve the majority of tourist sites (Tikjda, Hammam Ksana, etc.) in good condition; in this 
sense, the local authorities have benefited from a significant public effort in terms of infrastructural development. 
The wilaya's services, however, have difficulty maintaining the mountain roads serving tourist areas, due to frequent 
landslides and damage caused by bad weather. 
From the communication network point of view, the wilaya is served, at the maritime level, by the ports of Algiers and 
Bejaia and at the air level, by the international airports of Algiers (85 km), Bejaia (150 km) and secondarily from Sétif. 
The service to certain sites poses a problem: the seasonal nature of the tourist activity (school holidays, end of year 
celebrations) does not encourage the opening of permanent transport services. In the event that the increase in attendance 
were to increase, it is difficult, if not impossible, to set up parking areas in Tikjda of sufficient size to accommodate the flow 
of visitors, hence the need for the development of other modes. Transport such as the cable car; proposals that have been 
endorsed by the various planning instruments at the level of the municipalities concerned. 
Road transport remains the preferred mode to serve the wilaya of Bouira. Even if the services are below the required 
expectations, the level of needs coverage remains satisfactory. 
To revive the tourism activity; the wilaya's transport services have recently planned new lines to serve the sites of Tikjda 
and Hamam Kessana. Despite this, this proposal did not resonate with carriers, as it was deemed unprofitable according to 
them. To remedy this situation; the authorities took the trouble to grant occasional permits for on-site transport to various 
associations as part of organized excursions. 
7.1 The wilaya's accommodation offer: 
Generally, a geographically well-distributed hotel industry that complies with tourism standards is likely to enhance the 
accommodation offer in a region and promote its tourism offer. On the other hand, any deficiency in the hotel stock 
necessarily induces a decline in attendance. 
The wilaya of Bouira for its part; currently has 1,220 beds. In addition, as part of the investment in 2019, 16 hotel projects 
with a capacity of 1,500 beds were submitted with a total cost of 4.2 billion dinars. Despite all these efforts, the wilaya's 
housing stock remains largely in deficit. 
7.2 Urban hotel establishments: 
The number of hotel establishments is limited, in view of the current and possible business movement and tourist flows: the 
park consists of eight (08) hotels offering barely 1,220 commercial beds. Such accommodation capacity appears clearly 
insufficient compared to the population of the wilaya. The ratio is one (01) bed per 2,000 inhabitants. The capital of the 

Body of water Tiseldit Body of water Koudiat Acerdoune 
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wilaya alone has seven (07) hotels, ie more than 87% of the structures in the wilaya; this is, so to speak, the polarizing role 
of the city of Bouira. 
Aside from the quantitative deficit, the qualitative aspect of establishments also leaves something to be desired since most of 
the hotels are not classified and do not meet the required international standards. Only three hotels are classified; one 
displays two stars and the other two a star. These three listed structures include 141 rooms and offer reduced services, 
intended much more for accommodation and catering. 
Aside from the quantitative deficit, the qualitative aspect of establishments also leaves something to be desired since most of 
the hotels are not classified and do not meet the required international standards. Only three hotels are classified; one 
displays two stars and the other two a star. These three listed structures include 141 rooms and offer reduced services, 
intended much more for accommodation and catering. 
According to the survey carried out by CENEAP16, the prices charged by these structures are considered excessive, 
compared to the services provided to customers. 

Tableau N0 06: Urban hotel establishments 
Designation Classified Unclassified Total 

Number of hotel 03 05 08 
Bed Capacity 282 938 1220 

Number of rooms 141 469 610 

Job post 85 264 349 
Source: Tourism department 

7.3 Other type of accommodation: 
The other types of accommodation are relatively small, like the national sports and leisure center in Tikjda, which has 500 
beds and a capacity of 200 seats. This center is only reserved for sports activities; however, it occasionally offers offers to 
the public. There are also two hostels for young people located respectively in the capitals of Daira of Sour-El-Ghozlane 
and Lakhdaria, with a total capacity of 70 beds and 150 seats (note that that of Sour El Ghozlane is far from fulfilling the 
conditions. reception). 
The accommodation offer at the wilaya level seems mediocre compared to the expectations of the young population in terms 
of leisure and relaxation. However, there is a need to rethink the development strategy of this sector through the projection 
and realization of adequate reception structures that could accentuate the current deficit and boost the economy of the 
region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal Hotel Chief town of wilaya Hotel Residence Chief town of wilaya 

Sofi hotel, capital of wilaya CNLST Tikejda Hotel 
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8. Handicraft activity: 
Interest in handicrafts continues to grow, not only because of its high growth potential, its close link with tourism and its 
role in the fight against poverty, but also, because of the growing interest of tourists in discovering the multiple skills 
involved in the design and production of products and objects of all kinds, present in the daily lives of the host areas. 
Handicrafts and crafts are now key factors in tourism production1. 
The wilaya of Bouira presents a very rich and ancestral artisanal heritage; which reflects the cultural and socioeconomic 
diversity of the region. In 2019, the wilaya had 5,484 artisans for 16,488 jobs; the most popular activities are pottery, 
jewelry, wool weaving and making traditional clothes. 
9. Tourist flows in the wilaya: 
The 2000s were characterized by an acceleration of economic growth with, for effect, a concomitant improvement in social 
well-being, which did not fail to stimulate the tourist demand of Algerians, while changing their mode of tourist 
consumption. Towards more quality and diversity. The two segments that have benefited the most are the seaside resort and 
outings abroad (particularly to Tunisia, France, Morocco and Turkey)2. 
During the summer, the Algerian coast polarizes the entire national tourist clientele largely. In addition, mountainous and 
relief areas such as Bouira; and because of their lack of reception infrastructure; recorded a very mediocre tourist flow. 
A local, occasional and spontaneous clientele from the neighboring wilayas of the North Center region currently 
distinguishes the wilaya of Bouira. This clientele must be clearly identified in the future in order to specify its different 
expectations, which can be summarized in the following points: 
 

 Ecological exploration of mountain sites (Djurdjura National Park). 
 Attraction and relaxation in well-developed and secure natural sites. 
 Benefit from thermal cures. 
 Discover mountain sport through hiking. 
 Discover the archaeological, religious and cultural sites. 

All of these expectations must necessarily be subordinated by a strong demand for quality, which cannot be ignored in any 
initiative to revive tourism in the wilaya. 

Tableau N007: Urban hotel establishments 
Année  2019 2020 2021* 

Arrivées 
Nationaux 

 

Arrivées 26040 7009 3646 

Nuitées 30274 
 

8523 
 5540 

Arrivées 
Etrangers 

 

Arrivées 876 115 30 

Nuitées 3454 302 192 
                  * Figures as of 03/15/2021                                          Source: Tourism department 
This can be seen from the data collected from the department of tourism of the wilaya; a very significant reduction in 
national arrivals between 2019 and 2020 of around 19,031, or nearly 73%. This regression is directly linked to the 
international scourge caused by COVID-19, which forced the closure of international borders, of which Algeria was among 
the first countries to observe. 
“This pandemic has struck the tourism sector on an unprecedented scale by reducing international tourist arrivals in the first 
quarter of 2020 to a fraction of their level a year earlier. Available data shows a double-digit drop of 22% in the first quarter 
of 2020, with a 57% drop in arrivals in March. This results in a loss of 67 million international arrivals and some US $ 80 
billion in receipts; 100 to 120 million jobs could be at risk"3. 
Even national tourism has taken a big hit following the fallout from this pandemic; since the measures and protocols 
imposed by the state in terms of prevention and the fight against the virus have encouraged populations to confine 
themselves and to give up all travel for leisure or vacation. 

1 Master plan for tourist development of the wilaya of Bouira. 2011 
2 Master plan for tourist development of the wilaya of Bouira. 2011 
3 World Tourism Organization (2020), UNWTO World Tourism Barometer, May 2020. 
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The same observation was observed at the level of arrivals of foreigners during the same period since we recorded a 
regression of 761 or more than 86% compared to 2019. The curve maintained its decrease in the first quarter of 2021, 
totalling barely 30 arrivals. 
10. Tourist land: 
Despite the importance of the wilaya's natural potential in terms of tourism, it does not have tourist land. In this sense, the 
Bouira SDAT has proposed certain major sites to be classified as ZEST. The zoning will be supplemented by the creation of 
an additional land supply for the construction of support infrastructure for tourist activity. 

Tableau N008: Bouira ZEST 2012-2017 tourist development program. 
 

Territories 
ZEST 

programmed Area Territories Projected ZEST 
2017-2022 Areas 

HAIZER Tikjda+ 
Toumliline 44+20 HA EL ASNAM 

BECHLOUL Azerou forest 10 ha 

BOUIRA Errich 193 HA AIN BESSEM Lakhal dom 3 ha 

SAHARIDJ Tala Rana 10.13 HA BECHLOUL Tilesdit dom 5 ha 

HACHIMIA H Ksana 90 HA MAALA Acerdoun dom 3 ha 

 

DIRAH Mt Guergour 
forest 10 ha 

AGHBALOU Ain. Zebda forest 5 ha 

Source: SDAT of Bouira 
11. Results: 
Even if the wilaya of Bouira has very significant potential in terms of natural resources, and magical sites. The fact remains 
that it is lagging far behind in terms of reception structures, the lack of an information economy and adequate infrastructure 
to meet the growing tourist demand; these handicaps penalize the economy of the region and call into question the very 
principles of sustainable development such as thinking through the country's territorial policies. 
 These constraints can be listed as follows: 

 The security context which marked the wilaya during the decade 1990-2000 and which has had an impact on the 
socioeconomic plan of the region. 

 The considerable lack of reception infrastructure according to the required international standards. 
 The lack of an adequate transport network adapted to tourist demand. 
 The delay linked to the use of ICT allowing direct access to markets. 
 The lack of a marketing policy to promote the image of Algeria in general and through it that of the wilaya. 
 The failure of the banking and foreign exchange system in the area of international transactions. 
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SWOT ANALYSIS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWOT ANALYSIS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ambition to make Bouira an emerging pole in tourism remains dependent on the will of local actors (prescribers, elected 
officials and civil society) and this, in a spirit of consultation and active tourism governance to create a consensus. On the 
actions to be carried out according to clearly identified deadlines and spaces. 
 
 
 

STRONG POINTS WEAK POINTS 

 Avantageuse géographia position. 
 Guaranteed accessibility (motorway –RN- 
Penetrating). Airports within a radius of 120 km. 
 Diversity of natural sites sinkholes caves. 
 National Park faune Flora. 
 Water bodies, dams, thermal mineral springs, 
streams, lake hilly reservoirs. 
 Availability of actors and civil society to develop 
tourism. 
 

 A minimal, undiversified accommodation offer. 
 A negative and banal tourist image. 
 A limited Product offert. 
 An absence of tourisme. 
 A lack of marketing of the region is potential. 
 A lack of quality tourist services. 
 A lack of consultation and sectorial complementarity 
for the development of tourism. 
 Local tourisme gouvernance issue. 

 

SWOT 
OPPORTUNITES THREATS 

 Redeploy efforts towards the internal and local 
market. 
 Promote sustainable tourism development. 
 Create regional economic diversity. 
 Respond to a demand for leisure and relaxation. 
 Position the wilaya on the regional and national 
tourism scene. 

 

 Environmental issue, preservation and protection. 
 Lack of positioning of the destination Bouira. 
 Lack of earnings in internal growth and employment. 
 Persistence of security tensions. 
 Degradation of destructuring of natural heritage and of 
existing potential. 
 A declining or static tourist offer. 

STRONG POINTS WEAK POINTS 

 Advantageous geographical position. 
 Guaranteed accessibility (motorway –RN- 
Penetrating). Airports within a radius of 120 km. 
 Diversity of natural sites sinkholes caves. 
 National park fauna flora. 
 Water bodies, dams, thermal mineral springs, 
streams, lake hilly reservoirs. 
 Availability of actors and civil society to develop 
tourism. 
 

 A minimal, undiversified accommodation offer. 
 A negative and banal tourist image. 
 A limited Product offert. 
 An absence of tourisme. 
 A lack of marketing of the region is potential. 
 A lack of quality tourist services. 
 A lack of consultation and sectorial complementarity 
for the development of tourism. 
 Local tourisme gouvernance issue. 

 

SWOT 

OPPORTUNITES THREATS 

 Redeploy efforts towards the internal and local 
market. 
 Prompte sustainable tourisme development. 
 Create régional economic diversity. 
 Respond to a demand for leisure and relaxation. 
 Promote inter-regional hiking tours. 
 Position the wilaya on the regional and national 
tourism scene. 

 Environmental issue, preservation and protection. 
 Lack of positioning of the destination Bouira. 
 Lack of earnings in internal growth and employment. 
 Persistance of Security tensions. 
 Degradation of restructuring of natural heritage and of 
existing potential. 
 A declining or static tourist offer. 
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12. Conclusion: 
      Current statistics show that the development of this sector is relatively increasing despite the constraints that affect it 
(climate, economic crises, political conflicts, etc.). Tourism is thus becoming an important sector in the Mediterranean 
basin, which is the world's leading destination according to the regional groups identified by the World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO) 
         Algeria, which is an integral part of the Mediterranean ecotourism area dominated by the main destinations (Spain, 
Italy, France), is far behind the leading countries in this sector. This considerable delay, which penalizes the Algerian 
economy, will undoubtedly allow it to rethink a better thought-out vision to achieve adequate tourism development that 
supports the principles of sustainable development. 
         The objectives selected to boost this sector must be anchored through the various planning and development 
orientations prescribed by the SDAT relayed by the tourist development master plan for the wilaya of Bouira. It is through 
this perspective that this scheme aims to promote tourism in the areas constituting the territory of the wilaya, based on their 
potential, but also on their balance sheet of tourist activity. 
    Certain actions remain strategic to trigger the flourishing and even sustainable development of this sector while relying on 
certain recommendations, namely: 
At national scale, there occurs: 

 To initiate a real tourism development policy in Algeria. 
 To contribute to strengthening links between the tourism sector and other sectors. 
 Integrate "sustainability" into tourism development (conjunction of the social, economic and environmental). 

At the wilaya level, support for the following points: 
 Enhance existing sites in terms of infrastructure and viability. 
 Creation of new adequate reception structures in accordance with the required international standards. 
 Renovation and restoration of hotel equipment at the level of the various localities of the wilaya (capital of Daïra 

and municipalities). 
 Responsibility for the choice of site concerning the ZET (tourist expansion zone) proposal within the framework of 

the approved studies of the various PDAUs. 
 Strengthen the development of sites already in use such as Tikjda and Hammam Kssana. 
 Creation of craft centres and houses to promote craft activity. 
 Encourage the associative and cultural movement to promote the image of the wilaya in the tourism sector. 
 Provide an adequate and regular transport plan to serve the various sites, especially those with frequent visits. 
 Opt for multi-sector agreements and partnerships to promote and encourage frequent excursions such as national 

education and youth and sports. 
 Encourage the creation of tourism and travel agencies. 
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