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ABSTRACT:

The present study was conducted to find out the effect of open learning system on learning
level of senior secondary school students. The present paper highlights that girls are having
high learning level rather than boys’ students of rural areas for this purpose 200 students
including 100 boys and 100 girls from urban and rural school areas were selected as a
sample. Data was collected by using Open learning questionnaire by the researcher. The
result showed that the significant difference was found among girls of rural areas and boys of
rural areas. boys have more technical knowledge as compare to girls. And in other urban
areas no significant result was found between boys and girls student. This study shows that
there is lots of difference between the learning level of rural and urban students. The level of
open Learning System is different among students of rural areas and students of urban areas.
Urban students have more technical knowledge than the rural students.
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INTRODUCTION

Universities are facing increasing pressure to become self-sufficient and cost effective.
Students are being expected to pay for their tertiary education, and hence they demand more
from their learning experience. Increasingly, accountability is the catchphrase. Such demands
may well see not only the adoption, but also the abuse of open learning by institutions of
higher education. The term " open learning " is used to describe learning situations in which
learners have the flexibility to choose from a variety of options in relation to time, place,
instructional methods, modes of access, and other factors related to their learning processes.
It should be understood from this perspective that a learning situation or process should be
open to everyone, under any circumstances, at any place, and at any time. In many situations,
the term "open learning™ is used interchangeably to refer to e-learning, flexible learning, and

distance learning. The term "openness" refers to any teaching organisation or institution that
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offers a variety of choices to learners by giving them the opportunity to study and learn in

ways that are independent of time and place. Current approaches to distance learning and e-
learning opportunities offer learners a wide range of learning possibilities that take into
account learners' limitations and preferences. Learning from this perspective should be
perceived as a lifelong process in which learners feel and exercise a wide range of flexibility,
especially outside formal learning settings. Theoretical Background There is a significant
volume of literature dealing with open and distance learning. Contributions to this area of
discourse generally approach the concept from different perspectives. In order to provide a
theoretical basis for the concept of open learning, some of its major characteristics will first
be outlined. Some of the theoretical perspectives that emphasise the concept from different
angles will then be considered. Open learning, distance learning, supported self-study,
informal adult learning, home study, e-learning, lifelong learning, and flexible study concepts
have been used to describe methods of learning in higher education for the past 40 years.
From a learner's perspective, their openness is a common feature, which makes these

approaches to educational delivery so attractive.
The most important definitions of open learning

e Open Learning (OL) is a way of studying that allows people to learn where and when
they want, and to receive and send their materials through electronic means.

e Open learning is closely related to other terms such as e-learning, online learning,
technology-enhanced learning, flexible learning, and distance learning.

e Allin all, universities are developing a large number of open learning projects based
on information and communication technologies (ICT), mainly e-learning courses (as
it has been agreed to call electronic or online learning), to support their students
within the teaching and learning process.

e« Open learning is primarily a goal, or an educational policy whose essential
characteristic is the removal of barriers to learning. Important scientific research and

open learning
Characteristics of Open Learning

o Flexible timetabling, which accommodates a range of course structures, such as
recurrent education, cooperative education, sandwich courses, part-time study, credit

accumulation, individual study, and experiential learning,
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e Provision of a network of flexible student support systems that should include

counselling services, bridging, catch-up, remedial, and study skills courses
e Open access to people who need higher education but are not able to join universities
e provides a chance to learn while earning. provides a large variety of learning options
for the learners.Students become more responsible and motivated as they become
engaged in their job work too.

e increases the self-study power of the learners.
STRATEGIES

Open learning is not a new trend or concept that is developing in parallel with the new
advances and trends in people’s lives. It can be traced back to that history in terms of distance
learning. On the other hand, there is relatively little in-depth analysis of its effectiveness in
other related areas and variables of learning. Another point to make about open learning is
that there is confusion in the field as to what it is and its boundaries. For sure, open learning

is not the same as distance learning (Kember and Murphy 1990).

Research on open and distance learning in general focuses on systems, theories, management,
organization, technology, teaching, and learning issues. Current trends in the open and
distance learning field may be listed as political, economic, social, and technological.
Political trends involve access to and equality of resources, economic developments and
workforce training, and the cost-effectiveness of applications in terms of teaching and
learning. Economic trends are related to an information-based economy, a better lifelong
trained and qualified workforce, new education and training markets, and alternative sources

for flexible training system issues.

Technology-related trends focus on multimedia, distance-learning technologies, personal and
mobile technology, telecommunications, television, computing, flexibility, access, the
information highway, interactivity, and low-cost issues. Contrary to the amount of research
on open learning, the concept has been gaining more and more attention each vyear.
Accessibility and equality in contrast to traditional methods of learning have been two of the
most important factors that distance education research has mainly concentrated on for quite
a long time. Many universities and institutions are now trying to reach new target learner
groups by moving into global markets. These institutions use online learning opportunities

under the umbrella of "open learning"” to reach learners who vary in terms of time and place
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and many other characteristics. Since new learners will bring about new cultural, political,

and structural demands and problems to the system, flexibility issues might be said to gain
more importance. Moreover, cross-cultural aspects, globalization of education, access and

equality, and ethics are and will be important research issues in the field (Jegede 1994).

REVIEW RELATED TO THE STUDY

Saima, G. et. all. conduct a study on " Open and Distance Learning Education System Past,
Present and Future- A Systematic Study of An Alternative Education System™ This study was
designed to know the difference between the past, present and future education system in
open and distance learning. In this study random sampling was used.

Greville, R. conducted a study on "Open Learning, Distance Learning and the misuse of
Learning. This study found that the excessive use of open learning software and distance

learning effect on the use of language.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

= To find out the difference between the learning level of boys and girls students of
urban areas.

= To find out the difference between the learning level of boys and girls students of
rural areas.

= To find out the difference between the open learning system among rural students and

urban students.

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY
» There will be no significant difference between the learning level of boys and girls
students of urban areas.
» There will be no significant difference between the learning level of boys and girls
students of rural areas.
> There will be no significant difference between the open learning system among rural
students and urban students.
SAMPLE
For data collection 200 students including 100 boys and 100 girls senior secondary school

students from Urban and Rural School areas has been selected as a sample.
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MEHTODOLOGY

In this study descriptive survey method was used for collection of the data.
STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

For analysis of data in the present study following statistical techniques were used:
* Mean

» Standard Deviation

* T-test

TOOLS USED
Self-made questionnaire was used by the researcher. Item in the test 50 items was included.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
OBJECTIVE 1. To find out the difference between the learning level of boys and girls
students of urban areas.
Table-1
To find the Mean, SD and t-value of boys and girls of urban areas

Group | No | Mean | SD | t-value | Significance level Remarks
Boys | 100 | 38 6.5 | 0.45 at 0.05 level of significance | Not significant
Girls | 100 |37.2 |6.2

40 ~

35 o

30

25 A
H Boys

20 1 H Girls

15 A

10 A

Mean SD t-value

Interpretation:
Figure 1 shows that the mean score of boys and girls of senior secondary school students are
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38 & 37.2 respectively. The standard deviation of boys and girls of senior secondary school

students are 6.5 & 6.2.
The t-value is 0.456. After analysis no significant result was found between boys and girls of

urban areas.

OBJECTIVE. 2 To find out the difference between the learning level of boys and girls
students of rural areas.

Table-2
To find the Mean, SD and t-value of boys and girls of rural areas

Group No Mean SD t-value Significance
level

Rural 100 39.50 7.69 2.96 At 0.05 level
Boys of

significance

Rural 100 32.24 6.26
Girls

35 A

30 -

25 A

B Boys Rural
20 A

W Girls Rural
15 -

10 A

. -

Mean SD t-value

Interpretation:
Table & Figure 2 shows that the mean score of boys and girls of senior secondary school

students are 39.50 & 32.24 respectively. The standard deviation of boys and girls of senior
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secondary school students are 7.69 & 6.26. The t-value is 2.96. After analysis significant

result was found between boys and girls of urban areas. Boys have more technical knowledge
as compare to girls. So the null hypothesis is “There will be no significant difference between
the learning level of boys and girls students of rural areas” is rejected.

OBJECTIVE. 3 To find out the difference between the open learning system among rural
students and urban students.

Table-3

To find the Mean, SD and t-value of urban students and rural students

Group No Mean SD t-value Significance level
Rural 100 30.67 4.9

students 2.62 Significant at
Urban 100 38.88 5.4 0.05 level
students

40 T
Iﬁ B Urban students
|

30 + —_— MW Rural students
|
{
'{ P —_—

10 T ,-//
i! | /,/

0 _i(/ /

Interpretation

Table & Figure 3 shows that the mean score of rural students and urban students of senior
secondary school are 30.67 & 38.88 respectively. The standard deviation of boys and girls of
senior secondary school students are 4.9 & 5.4. The t-value is 2.62. After analysis significant
result was found between rural students and urban areas students. Urban students have more

technical knowledge as compare to rural areas students. So the null hypothesis is “There will
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be no significant difference between the open learning system among rural students and

urban students” is rejected. Most of the study support this study and found that urban students
have more resources and online learning.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, a lecturer who is interested in embracing the philosophy of open learning has
to be highly motivated. It requires considerable commitment of both time and energy. If the
individual is stimulated to adopt practices of student centered education and innovative
approaches to student learning, it is essential that the institution offers it’s financial, physical
and moral support for this undertaking. Policies need to be either amended or put into place
which incorporate the concept of good teaching, innovations need to be institutionalized
(Lublin and Prosser, 1994) and the old issue of Intellectual Property revisited. Administrators
must be wary of abusing both the philosophy of open learning and the trust of their staff.
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