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ABSTRACT 
 

To ascertain if the Senior High school Students’ Academic performance in English, 
Mathematics and Science are predictors of their Mindanao State University – System 
Admission and Scholarship Examination (SASE) Rating, the researcher has gathered the 
general point average (GPA) and SASE Ratings of the One hundred Sixty four (N = 164) 
STEM students and one hundred seven (n = 107) students in GAS strand and were the 
respondents of this study who were MSU – SASE examinees of November 2019 specifically 
students that are currently enrolled in MSU – Sulu senior high school academic year 2019-
2020.  

Using frequency counts and percentage, arithmetic mean, T-test, correlation, and 
regression analysis, the researcher were able to analyze the data gathered through purposive 
sampling and was able to establish a frequency and percentage distribution of the students’ 
academic performance in STEM and GAS strand, determine the level of students’ academic 
performance in English, Math and Science, find out the significant difference in the students’ 
SASE Rating when grouped according to their strand and gender, and examine if the 
academic performance of the students specifically in English, Math, Science and general 
average significant to predict their SASE ratings.  

The study revealed that, MSU-Sulu SHS students performed above satisfactory level 
due to their average (mean) performances in all subjects mentioned which was very 
satisfactory. It means that the students have good quality performance in English, Math and 
Science. 

A significant difference existed in the students’ SASE rating according to STEM and 
GAS strand. The researcher assumed that subject offerings in both strands affect the students’ 
performance in SASE although there was no significant difference in the students’ SASE 
rating according to gender. 
 Moreover, Students’ academic performances in English, Math, and Science together 
with the general average in these subjects have very weak relationship to SASE rating. 
Hence, the academic performances in SHS are not significant predictors of their SASE rating.  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 Although the former Aquino administration projected to provide instant employment 
to Senior High School graduates upon its culmination in 2016, the evident lack of 
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opportunities in Sulu to immediately land a job after finishing the K-12 Program has 
prompted many of pioneers of the Senior High School to pursue tertiary education.  
 To most parents and benefactors, Senior High School program has only added 
financial burden to them despite the voucher program of the government and  still has to 
support their children to have a college degree in order to have a better and brighter career 
prospects.   
 Moreover, most graduates of Mindanao State University – Sulu Senior high School 
continued their higher education at Mindanao State University – Sulu. They prefer to study 
and take courses such as Bachelor of Education, Bachelor of Nursing, Bachelor of Science 
and Information Technology. In fact, more than 90% of the senior high graduates take the 
Mindanao State University - System Admission Scholarship Examination (MSU – SASE) 
every year for admission to the university. On top of these, they should also meet the cut-off 
score set by the different colleges in their programs. 

Relative to this, the researcher wants to explore if the academic performance of these 
graduates in English, Mathematics and Science are predictors of succeeding or passing the 
SASE since this examination covers many items in those three major areas.  

Three strands of senior high school namely Science Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM), General Academic Strand (GAS), Humanities and Social Sciences 
(HUMSS) were offered in MSU – Sulu SHS. But the most chosen strands are STEM and 
GAS when compared to HUMMS. Data showed in academic year 2018-2019, out of 480 
number of population of senior high students, 291 are STEM, 189 are GAS, and only 5 
students are HUMMS. With these two most chosen strands, it was observed that subjects 
offering are quite different where in the Math subjects do not offer Calculus in the GAS 
strand. In Science subjects, STEM offered Earth and Life Science, General Physics 1 and 
General Physics 2, General Biology 1 and General Biology 2, General Chemistry 1 and 
General Chemistry 2 while in GAS strand; it offered only three subjects namely Earth and 
Life Science, Physical Science and General Physics.  From this observation, the researcher 
also aims to determine if what strand has greater performance in MSU - SASE.  
 Generally, the researcher conducted this study to determine the relationship of 
“students’ academic performance in senior high school” and “college entrance test 
specifically the MSU – SASE”. Thus, this thesis entitled, Students’ Academic Performance 
as Predictors of Mindanao State University – System Admission Scholarship 
Examination (MSU – SASE) in Mindanao State University Sulu Senior High School. 
 
2. METHODOLOGY 

In this chapter, presented are the research design, locale of the study, respondents of 
the study, research instruments, sampling technique, data gathering procedure and statistical 
treatment of the data. 
 

2.1 Research Design 
 This study used descriptive analysis or method in describing the students’ 
performance in senior high school and their SASE Result. The researcher also employed 
correlational method to analyze if the students’ academic performances in senior high school 
specifically in English, Math and Science significant in predicting their SASE rating. This 
also utilized the causal comparative since it attempts to determine the differences between the 
students’ SASE rating as group according to strand and gender. 
 

2.2 Locale of the Study 
 The study was conducted at Mindanao State University – Sulu Capitol Site, Patikul, 
Sulu located beside the province office of Sulu and approximately two kilometers away from 

http://www.ijiset.com/


IJISET - International Journal of Innovative Science, Engineering & Technology, Vol. 8 Issue 9, September 2021  

ISSN (Online) 2348 – 7968 | Impact Factor (2020) – 6.72 

www.ijiset.com  

203 
 

Municipality of Jolo or its Town Hall. The said university has many buildings and is 
composed of seven (7) colleges namely: College of Education, College of Arts and Sciences, 
College of Business Administration and Computer Studies, College of Public Administration, 
College of Agriculture, and College of Fisheries. It also has two (2) high school departments, 
Mindanao State University-Sulu Laboratory high school and Mindanao State University – 
Sulu Senior High School. 
 

2.3 Respondents of the Study 
The respondents of this study are Mindanao State University – SASE examinees of 

November 2019. Specifically, the respondents were grade 12 students of STEM and GAS 
strands at Mindanao State University- Sulu Senior High School enrolled during academic 
year 2019-2020.  
 

2.4 Research Instruments 
The researcher used the SASE result in determining the students’ rating by computing 

the percentile rank of the entire SASE examinees in Sulu. The students’ percentile rank is 
used as their SASE rating.  

The permanent records of the students were used to obtain their grades in respective 
subjects. The average of student’s grade in all subjects related to English where used and 
defined as their academic performance in English. Similarly, the students’ academic 
performances in Math and in Science are determined by getting the average grades in all 
subjects related.  

Hence, students’ academic performances in English, Math, and Science with their 
SASE rating are the instruments used in this study. 

 
2.5 Sampling Procedure 

 In this study, the researcher used purposive sampling to select the participant of the 
study. This means the researcher had purposefully selected MSU – Sulu examinees from the 
total population of SASE takers in Sulu in which the information needed for the respondent 
like the permanent record are available from the registrar’s office of MSU – Sulu senior high 
School. Table below shows the frequency and percentage distribution of the respondents 
according strand to gender. 
 
 
 

STRAND Frequency Percent 

 
STEM 164 60.5 
GAS 107 39.5 
Total 271 100.0 

Table 3.1 Frequency distribution of respondents in STEM  
 

Gender Frequency Percent 

 
Female 189 69.7 

Male 82 30.3 
Total 271 100.0 

Table 3.2 Frequency distribution of respondents in GAS 
 

2.6 Data Gathering Procedure 
 After the validation of the research instruments, the researcher asked the permission 
and approval by securing written permit from Prof. Abdel Ajim M. Salasain, the adviser, to 
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allow the researcher to get the SASE result from MSU – Sulu Admission Office and to secure 
the permanent record of each and every respondent from registrar’ office of MSU – Sulu 
senior high school. Unavailability of the data needed will automatically drop the students 
from being selected as a respondent of this study. 
 SASE result were inquired and obtained from the Admission office of Mindanao State 
University- Sulu while the academic performance of students was secured from SHS 
registrar’s office. 
 

2.7 Statistical Treatment of the Data 
The researchers used frequency count and percentage distribution to clearly show the 

academic performance of the students. Arithmetic mean was also used to determine the 
students’ level of academic performance in both strands. 

The t – test for independent sample was used to determine the significant difference in 
the SASE rating of the students in terms of their strand and gender. Pearson Correlation and 
Regression Analysis were used to measure the significant relationship of students’ academic 
performance to their SASE rating. 
 
 
3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 This chapter deals with the findings of the research work. The answer for the research 
questions stated in chapter I are described in the following tables. The interpretation in the 
textual presentation is hereby made after the data analysis has been done using the prescribed 
statistical tools. 
 

a. Frequency and Percentage Distribution of the Students’ Academic Performance in 
STEM and GAS Strand 
 

Table 3.1.1 Frequency and Percentage Distribution of STEM Students According to 
Level of Academic Performance 

Level  English Math Science General Average 
Frequency Percent Frequency Percent Frequency Percent Frequency Percent 

5 60 36.6% 43 26.2% 70 42.7% 60 36.6% 
4 93 56.7% 49 29.9% 55 33.5% 59 36.0% 
3 10 6.1% 49 29.9% 36 22.0% 43 26.2% 
2 1 0.6% 23 14.0% 3 1.8% 2 1.2% 
1 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Total  164 100% 164 100% 164 100% 164 100% 
Legend: 5 – Outstanding (90% – 100%); 4 – Very Satisfactory (85% – 89%); 3 – Satisfactory (80% – 
84%); 2 – Fairly Satisfactory (75% – 79%); 1 – Did not meet Expectation (Below 75%) 

 
Table 3.1.1 showed the distribution of the students in STEM strand according to their 

level of performance in English, Math, Science, and general average in these subjects. It was 
indicated that majority of the students’ performances in all categories are above satisfactory 
level. It also has shown that No students obtained a performance of level 1 which means 
below 75. It implied that all students in STEM strand have better performance in all subjects 
mentioned. 
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Table 3.1.2 Frequency and Percentage Distribution of GAS Students According to Level 
of Academic Performance 

Level English Math Science General Average 
Frequency Percent Frequency Percent Frequency Percent Frequency Percent 

5 43 40.2% 31 29.0% 38 35.5% 40 37.4% 
4 23 21.5% 26 24.3% 18 16.8% 15 14.0% 
3 34 31.8% 19 17.8% 47 43.9% 46 43.0% 
2 7 6.5% 31 29.0% 4 3.7% 6 5.6% 
1 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Total  107 100% 107 100% 107 100% 107 100% 
Legend: 5 – Outstanding (90% – 100%); 4 – Very Satisfactory (85% – 89%); 3 – Satisfactory (80% – 
84%); 2 – Fairly Satisfactory (75% – 79%); 1 – Did not meet Expectation (Below 75%) 

 
Table 3.1.2 has shown the distribution of the students in GAS strand according to their 

level of performance in English, Math, Science, and general average in these subjects. Like 
the performance of the students in STEM, there were no respondents failed to meet the 
expectation. It also implied that all students have better quality of performance. 
 

b. Level of Students’ Academic Performance in English, Math and Science as 
Classified to STEM and GAS Strands 

 
 
Table 3.2.1 Level of Students’ Academic Performance (STEM Strand)  

Subjects SD Mean Description 

English 
Math 
Science 
Gen. Average 

0.606 
1.014 
0.833 
0.821 

4.29 
3.68 
4.17 
4.08 

Very Satisfactory 
Very Satisfactory 
Very Satisfactory 
Very Satisfactory 

Legend: 4.5 – 5.0 = Outstanding; 3.5 – 4.49 = Very Satisfactory; 2.5 – 3.49 = Satisfactory;  
1.5 – 2.49 = Fairly Satisfactory; 1.0 – 1.49 = Did not meet Expectation 

 
 
Table 3.2.1 showed the level of students’ academic performance in English, Math and 

Science as well as in their general average in these subjects as to STEM strand. The mean 
level of performance of the students in English, Math and Science are 4.29, 3.68, and 4.17 
with standard deviation of 0.606, 1.014, and 0.833 respectively, while the mean performance 
level in general average is 4.08 with a standard deviation of 0.821. Based on the grading scale 
used in the K-12 Basic Education, the students’ academic performances in the subjects 
mentioned and in their general average are described as very satisfactory. It implied that 
students’ average performance in all subjects’ areas stated above are in an exceptionally good 
quality. 
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Table 3.2.2 Level of Students’ Academic Performance (GAS Strand)  
Subjects SD Mean Description 

English 
Math 
Science 
Gen. Average 

0.994 
1.192 
0.963 
1.005 

3.95 
3.53 
3.84 
3.83 

Very Satisfactory 
Very Satisfactory 
Very Satisfactory 
Very Satisfactory 

Legend: 4.5 – 5.0 = Outstanding; 3.5 – 4.49 = Very Satisfactory; 2.5 – 3.49 = Satisfactory;  
1.5 – 2.49 = Fairly Satisfactory; 1.0 – 1.49 = Did not meet Expectation 

 
  GAS students’ level of performance as categorized into English, Math, Science and 

in their general average were showed in Table 3.2.2. The average performance of the students 
in English, Math and Science are 3.95, 3.53, and 3.84 with standard deviation of 0.994, 1.192 
and 0.963 respectively, while the mean in general average is 3.83 with a SD of 1.005. It 
means that the students’ academic performances in the subjects mentioned and in their 
general average are described as very satisfactory. It implied that GAS students also have 
better quality in the average of performance in all subjects stated above. 

Both strands have very satisfactory level of performance, but STEM students perform 
0.25 higher than GAS students based on the level of their general average. It further means 
that STEM students perform better than those students of GAS strands.    

 
c. Students’ SASE Rating when Grouped According to Strand and Gender  

Table 3.3.1 Students’ SASE Rating of STEM and GAS Strands 
Strand N Mean T df sig. (2-tailed) 𝜶𝜶 Decision 
STEM 
GAS 

164 
107 

75.6341 
68.1028 2.761 269 0.006 0.05 Reject HR0 

The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis 
 
 Table 3.3.1 showed the significant difference in the SASE rating of STEM and GAS 
students. Using SPSS application, the t-computed value is 2.761 with 269 degrees of 
freedom. The P value is equal to 0.006, which is less than the alpha level of 0.05. It means 
that the null hypothesis is rejected. This implied that there is a significant difference in the 
Students’ SASE Rating of STEM and GAS strand.  And upon looking at the mean performance 
of both strands, it is clearly shown that STEM Students perform better than GAS Students. 
 
Table 3.3.2 Students’ SASE Rating According to Gender 
Strand N Mean T df sig. (2-tailed) 𝜶𝜶 Decision 
Male 

Female 
82 
189 

70.00 
73.81 1.300 269 0.195 0.05 Accept HR0 

The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis 
 

Table 3.3.2 has shown the result of the SPSS calculation in testing the significant 
difference in the students’ SASE rating according to gender. The t- test for independent 
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sample was used and yields a value of 1.300 for t-computed value with 269 degrees of 
freedom. The P value is 0.195, which is greater than the alpha level of 0.05. Hence, the null 
hypothesis was accepted that there is no significant difference in the students’ SASE rating as 
grouped according to gender even though female performed better than male students when 
based from their mean performance in SASE. 

 
d. Students’ Academic Performance in Senior High School and their SASE Rating 

Table 3.4.1 Students’ Academic Performance in English, Math, and Science and their 
SASE Rating 

  English Grade Math Grade Science Grade 

SASE 
Rating 

Pearson 
Correlation 0.064 0.022 0.041 

Sig. (2 – tailed) 0.296 0.725 0.500 
 Decision Accept HR0 Accept HR0 Accept HR0 

The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis.  
 
 Table 3.4.1 has shown the correlation between students’ academic performance and 
their SASE Rating. The computed Pearson correlations of students’ academic performances 
in English, Math, and Science to SASE ratings are 0.064, 0.022, and 0.041 respectively. All 
values are in the range of 0.00 to ±0.20 which means very weak/ almost negligible 
relationship. It implied that students’ performance in English, Math, and Science has very 
low relationship to their SASE ratings. All P values in testing the significance of the 
relationship of academic performances in English, Math, and Science to SASE rating are 
0.296, 0.725, and 0.500 respectively. All marks are greater than the alpha level of 0.05. It 
means that the null hypothesis must be accepted which implied that there is no significant 
relationship of academic performances in all subjects mentioned to their SASE rating. 
 Since, no significant relationship existed between the variables; it further implied that 
their academic performances in English, Math, and Science are not significant predictors of 
their SASE ratings. 
 
Table 3.4.2 Students’ Academic Performance (General Average in English, Math, and 
Science) and their SASE Rating 

  General Average 

SASE Rating 
Pearson Correlation 0.045 

Sig. (2 – tailed) 0.456 
Decision Accept HR0 

The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis 
 
 Table 3.4.2 has shown the correlation between the general average and their SASE 
rating. The Pearson Correlation of 0.045 indicated that the two variables have very small 
correlation. The P value is 0.456, which is greater than the alpha level of 0.05. Therefore, the 
null hypothesis must be accepted. It means that there is no significant relationship of students’ 
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academic performance in general average to their SASE ratings. Moreover, the students’ 
general average is not significant predictors of their SASE rating since no significant 
relationship existed between the variables.  
 

e. Students’ Academic Performance in Senior High School and their SASE Rating 
when Grouped According to Strand and Gender 

Table 3.5.1 Students’ Academic Performance in English, Math, and Science and the 
SASE Rating according to their Strand 

  STEM GAS 

  English Math Science English Math Science  

SASE 
Rating 

Pearson 
Correlation 0.018 - 0.047 - 0.028 0.090 0.089 0.062 

Sig. (2 – 
tailed) 0.819 0.552 0.718 0.359 0.364 0.528 

Decision Accept HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis 
  
 Table 3.5.1 has shown the correlation of students’ academic performance to SASE 
rating as grouped according to their strand. As shown in the table, all computed values of 
Pearson correlation between students’ academic performances in English, Math and Science 
and SASE rating in both strands indicated very weak correlation.  The computed P- values in 
correlating all subjects to SASE rating in both strands are greater than the alpha level of 0.05. 
This means that the null hypotheses are accepted which implied that there is no significant 
relationship of the students’ academic performance in English, Math, and Science to their 
SASE ratings in both strands. 

It further implied that STEM and GAS students’ academic performances in English, 
Math, and Science are not significant predictors of their SASE ratings. 

 
Table 3.5.2 Students’ Academic Performance (General Average in English, Math, and 

Science) and SASE Rating According to their Strand 

  General Average 

  STEM GAS 

SASE Rating 

Pearson 
Correlation -0.024 0.085 

Sig. (2 – tailed) 0.762 0.384 
Decision Accept HR0 Accept HR0 

The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis 
 

Table 3.5.2, showed the result of computation on the correlation between the general 
average and SASE rating in both strands. The computed Pearson Correlation in both strands 
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indicated that the two variables have very small correlation. The computed P values are 
greater than the alpha level of 0.05. Therefore, the null hypothesis was accepted and this 
means that there is no significant relationship between students’ academic performance in 
general average and SASE ratings in both strands. Moreover, the STEM and GAS students’ 
general average are not significant predictors of their SASE rating since no significant 
relationship existed between the variables.  

 
Table 3.5.3 Students’ Academic Performance in English, Math, and Science and the 

SASE Rating according to their Gender 

  Male Female 

  English Math Science English Math Science  

SASE 
Rating 

Pearson 
Correlation 0.111 - 0.010 - 0.004 0.033 0.024 0.045 

Sig. (2 – 
tailed) 0.319 0.931 0.969 0.651 0.740 0.536 

Decision Accept HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
Accept 

HR0 
The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis 
   

Table 3.5.3 has shown the correlation of students’ academic performance to SASE 
rating as grouped according to their gender. As presented in the table, all computed values of 
Pearson correlation between students’ academic performances in English, Math and Science 
and SASE rating in both gender indicated very weak correlation.  The computed P values in 
correlating all subjects to SASE rating in male and in female are greater than the alpha level 
of 0.05. This means that the null hypotheses are accepted which means that there is no 
significant relationship of the students’ academic performance in English, Math, and Science 
to their SASE ratings in both gender. 

It further implied that male and female students’ academic performances in English, 
Math, and Science are not significant predictors of their SASE ratings. 
 
Table 3.5.4 Students’ Academic Performance (General Average in English, Math, and 

Science) and SASE Rating According to their Gender 

  General Average 

  Male Female 

SASE Rating 

Pearson 
Correlation 0.029 0.039 

Sig. (2 – tailed) 0.797 0.598 
Decision Accept HR0 Accept HR0 

The sig. (2-tailed) is the Probability (P) value which referred to the smallest level of 
significance for which the observed sample STATISTIC tells the researcher to reject HRo. RIf 
𝑃𝑃 ≤ 𝛼𝛼, then it rejects the null hypothesis. If 𝑃𝑃 > 𝛼𝛼, it accepts the null hypothesis. 
 

 

http://www.ijiset.com/


IJISET - International Journal of Innovative Science, Engineering & Technology, Vol. 8 Issue 9, September 2021  

ISSN (Online) 2348 – 7968 | Impact Factor (2020) – 6.72 

www.ijiset.com  

210 
 

Table 3.5.4 showed the result of computation on the correlation between the general 
average and SASE rating in both gender. The computed Pearson Correlation in male and 
female indicated that the two variables have very small correlation. The computed P values 
are greater than the significant level of 0.05. Therefore, the null hypotheses were accepted 
and this means that there is no significant relationship between students’ academic 
performance in general average and SASE ratings in male and female. Moreover, students’ 
general averages are not significant predictors of their SASE rating since no significant 
relationship existed between the variables. 

Though several studies have been undertaken to study the correlation between the 
student entrance exam and their academic performance, it seemed that results vary 
particularly in developing countries (Silfverberg & Orbeta, 2014). In the study of Birari & 
Randhawa (2014), it found out that MBA entrance exam has a very weak correlation with 
regards their academic standing in their graduate studies. To date, there seem to be no studies 
that have been made in the field of computing that explores a possible correlation between an 
entrance exam and their academic performance.  

 
4. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 The frequency and percentage distribution of students’ academic performance in 
English, Math and Science as categorized into their respective level are clearly presented in 
Table 3.1.1(STEM) and Table 3.1.2 (GAS). It was revealed that most of the students in both 
strands are above satisfactory level in all subject areas. It also observed that no students fall 
into the lowest level of performance (1=did not meet Expectation). 
 The mean of the students’ level of academic performance in English, Math, Science, 
and general average have shown in Table 3.2.1 (STEM) and Table 3.2.2 (GAS). It was shown 
that students in both strands have very satisfactory level of performance in all subject areas. 
But STEM students have performed higher than those students in GAS strand. 
 The t – test for independent sample was used in testing the significant difference in 
the SASE rating of students when grouped according to strand and gender. It was found out 
that a significant difference existed in the SASE rating of STEM and GAS students, where 
STEM students have performed higher than students in GAS strand. But, this study showed 
that no significant difference in the SASE rating of students when grouped according to 
gender. 
 In evaluating the students’ academic performance as predictors of their SASE rating, 
Pearson Correlation was used first to determine the significant relationship between the 
variables in the study. As a result, students’ academic performances in all subjects have no 
significant relationship to their SASE ratings. Hence, regression analysis is not logically to be 
used anymore. It means further that the academic performance of students in English, math 
and Science is not significant predictors of their SASE ratings.  
 

5. CONCLUSION 
 Frequency and percentage distribution of students’ academic performance in both 
strands are clearly shown in section 3. As a result, it was showed that most students 
performed above satisfactory level and no students have marked into level 1 (did not meet 
expectation). It was also found out that their average (mean) performances in all subjects 
mentioned are in very satisfactory level. Hence, the researcher concluded that the students of 
MSU – Sulu senior high school have better quality of performance in English, Math and 
Science. 
 A significant difference existed in the students’ SASE rating according to STEM and 
GAS strand. Furthermore, STEM students perform higher than students in GAS strand. With 
this finding, the researcher concluded that subject offering in both strands affects the students’ 
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performance in SASE for two main reasons: a) STEM strand offered Pre – Calculus and 
Basic Calculus but these subjects were not offered in GAS strand, b) STEM strands offered 7 
subjects in Science (Earth and Life Science, General Biology 1 and Gen. Bio 2, General 
Chemistry 1 and Gen. Chemistry 2, General Physics 1 and Gen. Physics 2, while GAS strand 
offered  only three subjects (Earth and Life Science, Physical Science and General Physics). 
Moreover, the researcher concluded that lessons taught in STEM strand are closely related to 
the coverage of SASE. 
 It also found out that no significant difference in the students’ SASE rating according 
to gender. The researcher concluded that MSU – Sulu senior high school male and female 
students have the same capability in passing the SASE or college entrance test. 
 Students’ academic performance in English, Math and Science was not significantly 
related to SASE rating means that students with very satisfactory of performance could not be 
expected to have high rating in SASE, otherwise students with below average of performance 
could not be expected also to have low rating in SASE. The researcher reasoned out that this 
might have been affected by other factors such as students learning in junior high school and 
the community where they belong. 
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