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Abstract 
Heritage Management is one of the growing fields in India & around the world. Heritage sites are valuable resources and assets for 
understanding and experiencing cultural significance of any place.  As for Pune city, it is blessed with many outstanding religious 
destinations. These religious sites attract a large number of people from many parts of the country and abroad. Due to worship, there is a 
rapid increase in the floating population and annual pilgrimage activities, potentially affecting the built environment of these sacred sites. 
These religious spaces are influenced by seasonality and are limited in time and space. Urban conservation has the highest priority in the 
case of pilgrimage towns due to the philosophy and design values that it embodies. The main focus of this paper will be on the area of 
Jejuri Khandoba Temple, Pune & few parameters of the Heritage management Plan. It will also describe the problems and challenges at 
the core of pilgrimage town. 
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1. Introduction 

As we all know, heritage management is the act of protecting, preserving and developing heritage in its various structures. 

Cultural heritage management has traditionally been concerned with the identification, interpretation, maintenance and 

preservation of important cultural sites and tangible heritage assets. Cultural heritage includes tangible and intangible 

aspects as well as elements of natural heritage associated with a particular group or society inherited from previous 

generations. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is an Indian government agency under the Ministry of Culture, 

responsible for archaeological research as well as the conservation and preservation of historical and cultural sites in the 

country. The Khandoba sect is well known throughout Maharashtra, Konkan district, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and North 

and Central Karnataka. There are more than 600 temples dedicated to Khandoba in the Deccan district, but the central one is 

in Jejuri, 48 kilometers from Pune in Maharashtra. The khandoba of Jejuri was the kuldevta (family or tribal god) of the 

various ranks of merchants, champions, and Brahmins. The temple was built in the 15th and 16th centuries by Chatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj's grandfather, Malojiraje Bhosale, and renovated by Ahilyabai Holkar. According to observations and 

discussions with ASI experts and conservationists, jejuri temple needs to be repaired, conservation work needs to be carried 

out urgently given its historical significance and current condition. Thousands of people from across the state visit the 

temple to perform rituals each year. Due to worship, floating populations and annual pilgrimage activities can increase 

rapidly, affecting the building environment of these sacred places. Thus, the preservation of the temple is necessary. In this 

article, I present some ideas for better managing the legacy of Khandoba Temple and its context in Jejuri. Therefore, this 

document deals with the respective issues and policies. 
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The Golden Jejuri: 

Jejuri is situated in Purandar Tehsil of Pune district of Maharashtra, approximately 47Kms from Pune. Having an altitude of 

730 meters above sea level, it is situated on high level and surrounded on all sides by fertile and cultivated lands. Jejuri is 

located at the foothills of the Purandar range, It is about 18 kms distance towards south of Dive range. Purandar range on 

the south and Dive range on the north run parallel to each other from west to east. Karha river flow sin between the stew 

oranges, mostly at the center in the west-east direction. Jejuri, popularly known as ‘Khandobachi Jejuri’ is one of the holiest 

place for people of Maharashtra and Karnataka as Khandoba is the family deity of many people belonging from these states. 

Jejuri city celebrates eight fairs in every year. Maghi Pournima, Chaitra Pournima and Somavati Amavasya are largerfairs. 

Jejuri has two Khandoba temples. The new large temple is located near Jejuri on Jayadri Parvat. These cond temple at a 

distance of 4.4 kms from Jejuri built on a small plateau known as Kade Pathar. Pilgrims apply haldi powder on each other, 

painting the town a bright shade of yellow so it is called as the Golden Jejuri. Haldi is usually used as a flavouring agent in 

South Asian cuisines or for dyeing purposes, but during festivals at jejuri, the colour of haldi is associated with the 

luminosity of Surya, suggestive of Khandoba’s solar origin.  

LOCATION: 

2. Research Methodology: 

The study's aim is to understand the parameters like issues, respective policies and do’s & don’t’s involved in heritage 
management plan. The methodology adopted will include the primary sources like field observation, surveys, interviews, 
case studies and secondary sources are related websites, articles and literature reviews. Research methodology can be seen 
more clearly in Fig 2. 

 

 

Figure 1: Location Map of India, Maharashtra, Pune and Purandar Indicating Jejuri  (source: google.com) 

Figure 2: Research methodology chart  (source: by author) 
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The main objective of the papers aims to: 
To generate a parameters for Heritage Management Plan to uplift the heritage of area in the proximity of Khandoba Temple, 
Jejuri and restore its integrity. 
 

3. Literature Review: 
Heritage generally means inheritance of things in concrete terms from ancestors. Customs, conventions, practices, traditions 
etc., passed on from one generation to the other also form heritage. Heritage is a broad concept that encompasses all 
aesthetic, architectural, cultural, historical, spiritual, indigenous and natural inheritances. 
Terms Heritage Conservation and Heritage Management: 
Heritage Management- Heritage management is the practice of managing cultural heritage. It is a branch of cultural 
resources management although it also draws on the practices of cultural conservation, restoration, museology archeology, 
history and architecture. It is concerned with the identification, interpretation and maintenance. 
Heritage Conservation- Heritage conservation is a continuous value based process involving a wide range of activities. 
The significance of building maintenance has been emphasized in almost all primary documents and legislations intended 
for the conservation of heritage buildings. In 1972, under the auspices of UNESCO, the international community of states 
have adopted the “Convention Concerning the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Heritage” establishing a system of 
collective protection on a permanent and scientific basis. 
Benefits of Heritage Conservation- Preservation of historic properties demonstrates long-term vision by preserving 
irreplaceable cultural resources and promoting sustainability practices by conserving the limited environmental resources. 
Several unique benefits could be augmented from cultural heritages kept in their authentic glory through good 
conservation practices at any place. 

4. Data Collection: 
India is a large country with great traditions, culture, temples, mosques & other religious places. India has the oldest 
continually operating pilgrimage tradition in the entire world. India has large number of pilgrimage sites and large number 

Figure 3: Project plan for HMP of Khandoba Temple, Jejuri (source: google.com) 
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of pilgrims visiting those. The Hindu temples are found in diverse location of India with spiritual aspect, which includes the 
hill temples, cave temples, step well temple, forest temple, and river bank temples. Hill temples had significance due to 
Meru Mountain which according to Hindu mythology is a golden mountain that stands in the center of universe and is the 
axis of the world. Hill temples are always considered as auspicious places as many mythologies describes that reaching to 
the top of mountain is considered equivalent to attain moksha. Maharashtra has a large number of hill deities and sacred 
places on hillock. The temple of Khandoba which is situated in Jejuri is one of them. Jejuri is situated in Purandar Tehsil 
of Pune district of Maharashtra, approximately 47Kms from Pune. Having an altitude of 730 meters above sea level, it is 
situated on high level and surrounded on all sides by fertile and cultivated lands.Jejuri is located at the foothills of the 
Purandar range, It is about 18 kms distance towards south of Dive range. Purandar range on the south and Dive range on the 
north run parallel to each other from west to east. Karha river flow sin between the stew oranges, mostly at the center in the 
west-east direction. 
 
Sociological Factor - Impact- How Socially Place Has Significance: 
Chang Bhale Khandobacha Yelkot – is a popular chant at Jejuri Mandir. Throwing of turmeric powder is an important ritual 
at the shrine and it is known as Bhandara.Jejuri Khandoba – Malhari Martand Bhairav Festival and Rathotsav - this six day 
festival begins on Kartik Amavasi and ends on Champa Sashti. During important festivals and rituals, the temple sees a 
gathering of nearly a million devotees. Other important fairs and festivals take place in the month of Chaitra (April), Paush 
(January) and Magh (February).The famous among it is the Khandoba Shikar Khati Yatra. The no moon day or Amavasya 
falling on Monday – Somvati Amavas – is highly auspicious at the shrine. Kaara River flows beneath the hillock and on 
Somvati Amavas the utsava murti of Khandoba takes dip in the river.  
 

5. Results and Discussion: 
 

SR. 
NO. 

RESPECTIVE 
IMAGE OF THE 

FAULT 

BUILT 
FORM / 

BUILDING 
ELEMENT 

ISSUE  
( FAULT/ 
DAMAGE 

HAPPENED) 

POLICIES DO’S DONT’S 

1. 

 

Vacant Places 
of the temple. 

The vacant places 
are with debris 
and trash can 
causes diseases. 
 

Cleanliness of the 
vacant places 
should be 
maintained. 

Cleaning of 
vacant places. 

Avoid to 
throw trash 
in vacant 
places. 

2. 

 

Main Temple Improper basic 
facilities like 
drinking water. 
 

Basic services 
should be provided. 

To provide and 
maintain the 
basic services 
properly. 

Avoid the 
misuse of 
services. 

3. 

 

Main Temple Encroachment 
due to shops. 
 
 

Shops with pleasant 
appearances and 
better design should 
be provided. 

Maintain the 
distance and 
design of 
shops. 

Not to place 
shops near 
one another. 

4. 

 

Main Temple Discoloration of 
facades due to 
weathering. 

The facades should 
be paint with 
appropriate 
materials. 

The facades 
should be paint 
with 
appropriate 
materials. 

Oil Paint 
should not 
be used. 

       
5. 

 

Main Temple Vegetation 
growth, Lack of 
maintenance. 

The vegetation in 
affected area should 
be remove 
immediately. 

Removal of 
vegetation in 
affected area. - 

6. 

-  

Main Temple No segregated 
parking space. 

The parking space 
should be provide. 

Specific 
parking space 
must be 
provided. 

- 
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7. 

 

Over 
Gateways 
leads to 
Gadkot 
temple 

Painted signage’s 
on stone walls. 

Signage’s not be 
print or paint on the 
walls. 

Signage’s not 
be print or 
paint on the 
walls. 

Avoid 
Painting of 
any 
signage’s 

8. 

 

Over 
Gateways 
leads to 
Gadkot 
temple 

Dilapidated parts. Dilapidated parts 
need to repair, 
restored and 
maintained. 

Dilapidated 
parts need to 
repair, restored 
and 
maintained. 

- 

9. 

 

Over 
Gateways 
leads to 
Gadkot 
temple 

Insensitive placed 
lights. 

The placement of 
lights should not 
disturb the 
aesthetics of the 
structure. 

The placement 
of lights 
should not 
disturb the 
aesthetics of 
the structure. 

Avoid 
placement of 
light on the 
elevation 
which may 
disturb the 
aesthetic. 

10. 

 

Deepmaal Signage boards 
placed on walls. 

Signage’s board 
should not be place 
on the walls. 

Signage’s 
board should 
not be place on 
the walls. 

Avoid 
placing of 
any 
signage’s 
boards on 
walls. 

11. 

 

Ancillary 
temples from 
Gadkot & 
Kadepathar 
temple 

The structures are 
oil painted. 

Oil paint should not 
be used for 
restoration of the 
structures. 

Linseed oil 
should be 
used. - 

12. 

 

On all 
structures 

Improper 
electrical cabling. 

The improper 
electrical wires 
should be remove 
on urgent basis. 

Electrical 
wiring 
connections 
should be done 
in a proper 
way. Also the 
underground 
or piping 
caballing can 
be provided. 

- 

13. 

 

Main Temple Repointing is 
done in cement 
mortar. 

Cement mortar 
should not to be 
used for repointing 
of the structures. 

Cement mortar 
should not to 
be used for 
repointing of 
the structures. 

Not to use 
cement 
mortar as a 
binding 
material. 

14. 

- 

Main Temple No disaster 
management 
guidelines taken 
into consideration 

The guidelines 
mentioning the 
prevention care in 
case of any disaster 

The guidelines 
mentioning the 
prevention 
care in case of 

- 
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in the temple 
complex. No 
provision for 
emergency 
services like fire- 
fighting, 
ambulance, 
primary health 
care, emergency 
evacuation routes, 
etc. facilities. 

or emergency, 
should be provided 
for visitors.  
Also the services 
like firefighting 
management to be 
provided in the 
premises of temple. 

any disaster or 
emergency, 
should be 
provided for 
visitors.  
Also the 
services like 
firefighting 
management to 
be provided in 
the premises of 
temple. 

 
 
Table1: Observations On Site. 

6. Conclusion: 

India is very rich in heritage monuments, structures and religious places, however there needs to be more focus and thought 

in heritage management planning. More planning and organization is necessary to showcase and preserve the structures. The 

focus should not only the main structure, but also the areas in the proximity and landscapes around the structure. Only when 

the structure and its context is enhances it become more presentable further, and the management of structure can also be the 

statement of nations approach and respect for heritage. Heritage management plan should be done in sustainable manner and 

it should never harm the heritage resources. In the process of heritage management, the interest of people living in the 

vicinities of the temple should not be ignored, while at the same time strict measures are necessary to maintain the temple 

and its surrounding. 
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